Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

Dental Assistant Employer Advisory Board

April 27, 2011

Introduction of members and guests:  Mr. Obergfell called the meeting to order at 6:10 pm. and he thanked everyone for attending.  Self-introductions were made with the following present:

Voting members:  Richard Barsan, Owner, Richard Barsan, DDS

                               Guy Yturralde, Dentist, Clinicas Del Salud Pueblo, Inc.

                               Maria Andrade, Dental Assistant, Dr. Acierno

                               Dawn Granillo, Registered Dental Assistant, Dr. Kupiec

                               Magda Villanueva, Manager, Dr. Barsan

                               Heather Rodgers, Registered Dental Hygienist, Dr. Ainza

Non-Voting          Danette Morrell, Principal, Southwest High School

Members:            Efrain Silva, Dean, Imperial Valley College (IVC)
                              Jackie Valadez, Instructor, Southwest High School

                              Edwin Obergfell, Project Coordinator, Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

                              Debbie Burquist, Guidance Technician II, Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program
Purpose of the meeting/Announcement-13th Showcase & Recognition Ceremony & Dancing with the Stars:  Mr. Obergfell announced that the purpose of the meeting was to obtain input and recommendations from business partners on what should be (needs to be) taught in the ROP program and to help better prepare the students entering into the workforce.  Also, ROP Program Employer Advisory Boards are mandated by the education code.  He also stated that the education code guidelines state that advisory meetings must be held two-times per year. He stated that ROP had their 13th Annual Showcase & Recognition Ceremony on March 24, 2011 and it was a huge success.  Mr. Obergfell said that the “Dancing with the Stars” event was also a huge success and that all the money raised goes towards scholarships which benefits local high school students. He stated that the IVROP Community Foundation would be reviewing 29 scholarships in four categories.  Mr. Obergfell reported that IVROP had started the Western Association for Schools and Colleges accreditation process and that IVROP received a six year accreditation during the last visit which was conducted six years ago.  Ms. Valadez announced and invited members to Southwest High School’s “Healthcare Student Expo & Department Showcase” on Thursday, May 12, 2011 at 6:00 pm., in the multipurpose room.  Mr. Silva stated that there was a scheduled meeting with Dr. Lindbergh to discuss IVC’s new dental assistant program on May 11, 2011 at the IVC Board Room.  
Review and approval of minutes:  A motion was made by Dr. Barsan and seconded by Ms. Granillo to approve the November 4, 2010 minutes as presented.  The motion was carried unanimously.  

CAROCP Business Membership:  Mr. Obergfell explained the purpose and benefits of the CAROCP and he invited members to join this free association.

Related labor market analysis to confirm high wage/significant wage increases opportunities:

a)  Labor market analysis and discussion of industry trends:  Mr. Silva announced that IVC would be starting a new dental assistant program/course that will consist of a year-long set of classes. Eligible students will attend program classes for 30 hours per week.  This program will be funded through a grant from the local Workforce Investment Board (WIB).  The program/course outline needs to go before the State Chancellor’s office for final approval.  Mr. Silva stated that one of the program goals would be for students to obtain state certification after successful completion of the program. The training site would be held at Dr. Lindbergh’s facility in El Centro. Mr. Silva announced that by using the WIB grant monies, students would need to be certified and found eligible through the One-Stop office.  Once the program course outline has been approved by the Chancellor’s office, Mr. Silva will forward the course outline to Mr. Obergfell or Ms. Burquist.  Ms. Morrell stated she would like to articulate this course with the IVROP’s dental assistant program because this would benefit the community.  Ms. Valadez reported that there were different training levels in this field and that IVROP students leave the program with a certificate which is recognized by the American Dental Association.  She thanked Mr. Silva for his IVC update and for attending this advisory meeting.  Dr.  Yturralde and Dr. Barsan announced that they had concerns regarding the new IVC dental assistant program because of the potential duplication of services with the existing IVROP dental assistant program. Both doctors also stated that they do not think that the Imperial Valley needs two similar programs. Mr. Silva responded by stating that he was not clear on the technical side of the IVC dental assistant program, but that he was under the impression that IVC’s program would not be duplicative.  Mr. Silva also stated that he would definitely look into the potential duplication concerns with Dr. Lindbergh.  Mr. Silva also assured Drs. Barsan and Yturralde that they would be invited to the upcoming IVC dental assistant program meeting scheduled for May 11, 2011.  Dr. Barsan commented that the Labor Market Information for Imperial County 2006-2016 projected dental assistant job openings was overstated.   
b)  Discussion on internship/employment opportunities:    Ms. Valadez announced that she had 10 students participating in externships and a total of 21 students enrolled in her program.  She said her program was a win-win situation for the dental community.  Ms. Valadez reported that 38 of her health care students had participated in the Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) competition in Anaheim and there were various winners.  She said the HOSA was a lot of work, but this competition had changed many students’ lives. She also informed the group about the plan to compete at the National level in Sacramento in June 2011.  Ms. Valadez announced that the winners would be recognized at the “Healthcare Student Expo & Department Showcase.”  Dr. Barsan stated that Ms. Valadez had been recognized in the Valley Women Magazine.  Mr. Obergfell thanked Ms. Valadez for a job well done.
c) Review industry certifications:  Ms. Valadez announced that the American Red Cross certification would be added to the certificate of competencies.  

d) Validate need for training in area/non duplication:  Ms. Valadez reported that she belonged to the California Association for Dental Teachers and it was important to stay in touch with updated regulations.    
Review of relevant data:

a) Number of graduates from previous year:  

b) Annual review of students who met established skill criteria:  

Review assessment procedures:  Ms. Valadez stated that she used demonstration based, written, oral and a competency form as a means of assessing her students.  

Discussion on postsecondary scholarship creation:  Mr. Obergfell announced that the IVROP scholarships winners would be announced on May 10, 2011.  

Suggestions and recommendations:   In order to avoid further duplication of program issues/concerns, Mr. Obergfell suggested that IVROP attend the IVC dental assistant program meeting scheduled for May 11, 2011.  Dr. Barsan also suggested that a meeting be held between Ms. Valadez, Dr. Lindbergh, Efrain Silva and himself to discuss the new dental assistant program at IVC.  He stated that the food was great at Johnny Carinos, but that a more quiet location would be preferred. Mr. Granillo also expressed an interest in attending the IVC meeting, and to the end gave Mr. Silva her contact information.
Motion to continue operation of the program:  A motion was made by Dr. Barsan and seconded by Dr. Ytuttalde to continue the operation the IVROP dental assistant program.  The motion was carried unanimously.
Set date and time for next meeting:  Mr. Obergfell announced that the next meeting would be in the fall of 2011.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm.                      
