Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program
Computer Assisted Drafting Employer Board

Minutes of March 23, 2011

Introduction of members and guests:  Mr. Torres called the meeting to order at 12:40 and he thanked everyone for attending.  Self-introductions were made with the following present:
Voting Members:  Abel Hernandez, Engineering Technician II, Imperial Irrigation District

                                Steve Castillo, Engineer Technician, Imperial Irrigation District

                                Kenton Hems, Maintenance & Operation Manager, Imperial County Office of Education

                                Ed Chun, Owner, Ed Chun Architect & Construction

Non Voting 

Members:              Rick Partridge, Veteran’s Representative, Employment Development Department

                               Linda Storts, Instructor, Southwest High School
                               Luis Torres, Project Coordinator, Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

                               Debbie Burquist, Guidance Technician II, Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

Purpose of meeting/Announcement-13th Showcase & Recognition Ceremony-March 24, 2011 & Dancing with the Stars-April 8, 2011:  Mr. Torres announced that the purpose of the meeting was to get business partners input on what should be taught in the ROP programs to help better prepare students for the workforce.  He invited everyone to ROP’s 13th Annual Showcase and Recognition Ceremony on March 24, 2011 and the “Dancing with the Stars” event on April 8, 2011.  

Review and approval of minutes:  A motion was made by Mr. Hems and seconded by Mr. Chun to approve the November 3, 2010 minutes as presented.  The motion was carried unanimously.
CAROCP:  Mr. Torres explained the purpose of the CAROCP and invited members to join this free association.

Related labor market analysis to confirm high wage/significant wage increases:

a) Labor market analysis and discussion of industry trends:  Mr. Partridge reported that the unemployment rate for the Imperial County had decreased to 25.1% as of January 2011.  He stated that O*NET Code Connector labor market information had projected 110 openings in the next ten years in the CAD field.    Mr. Chun said that the $24.00 hourly wage is pretty close to what local drafters are earning.  
b)  Discussion on internship/employment opportunities:  Mr. Partridge announced that solar plants would soon be coming to the valley.  Mr. Hems commented that the solar and geothermal plants would be bringing in new jobs and the renewable energy is the trend for the Imperial County.  He reported that the Imperial County Office of Education received a grant for $650,000.00 to create solar car shades.    Mr. Chun stated that pipe fitters and welders would be needed with the new solar and geothermal plants coming to the valley.  

c)  Review industry certifications:  Mr. Hems commented that in the near future applicants would need to have certifications to become employed with the government in this industry.     
d) Validate need for training:  No discussion.

Review of relevant data:  Mr. Hems said that eventually Revit will be the standardized program in this industry.  Mrs. Storts reported that her students started learning the Revit 2011 in late January and she took the recommendations from the advisory committee from the last meeting by having her students do sketching and perspective drawing. She said they have done really well with this activity and the Revit program is very different from the Auto CAD.    Mrs. Storts stated that her students were learning the detail section and visualization would be next.  She commented that her goal was to have her students do individual projects and a “read a rule” project.
Review required skills for certificates of competency:  Mrs. Storts announced that eventually she would like to modify her course outline to connect with the Revit competencies and she would continue to use Pro Engineer 1st semester.  

Review assessment procedures:  Mrs. Storts reported that she uses written tests and projects to assess her students.  
Discussion on postsecondary scholarship creation:  Mrs. Burquist stated that last year IVROP’s Community Foundation awarded 12 scholarships to high school students totaling $9000.00.
Suggestions and recommendations:  Mr. Chun suggested having the students use a measuring tape to measure an object and draw the object.  He recommended having students visit a construction site or watch a video of a building being built.  Mr. Chun volunteered to be a guest speaker for the CAD class.    Mr. Hernandez suggested students learn the basics of Revit for first semester and he would like ROP to contact the members via e-mail for meeting reminders.    Mr. Hems recommended having the machinists industry be a part of this advisory committee.  
Motion to continue operation of the program:  A motion was made by Mr. Hernandez and seconded by Mr. Hems to continue the operation of this program.  The motion was carried unanimously.

Set date and time for next meeting:  Mr. Torres announced that the next meeting would be in the fall of 2011.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  

