Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

Careers with Children Employer Advisory Board

Minutes for April 12, 2011

Introduction of members and guests: Ms. Wendy Prewett called the meeting to order at 12:45 p.m. Self introductions were made with the following were present:
Voting Members: 
   Helen Gaede   

Director, Gaede Daycare 



       
   Becky Green 

Imperial Valley College 



       
   Katrina Portwood 
Director, NAF Child Development Center 



       
   Lori Riggs

Early Care & Education Planning Council 



       
   Jamie Sinclair 

Coordinator, ICOE 



       
   Maricela Palacios 
Supervisor, Department of Social Services 

Non-Voting Members: Alfredo Cuellar 

Administrator, Imperial Valley College 




   Bette Hardy 

Counselor, Brawley Union High School




   Wendy Prewett 

Project Coordinator, IVROP




   Diane Harris 

Guidance Technician, IVROP

Purpose of meeting/announcements: Ms. Prewett explained the purpose of the meeting was to obtain input from business members on what should be taught in the ROP programs to help better prepare students for the workforce. 

Review and approval of minutes: Ms. Green made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2010 meeting as presented. The motion was seconded by Ms. Riggs and carried unanimously. 

CAROCP Business Membership: Ms. Harris explained the purpose of the California Association of Regional Centers and Programs (CAROCP). He invited members to join the association free of charge using the enrollment form provided or online through the website link printed on the agenda.

Related labor market analysis to confirm high wages/significant wage increase opportunites:

(a) Labor market analysis and discussion of industry trends: Ms. Prewett reviewed the labor market data for Imperial County 2006-20016

(b) Discussion on internship/employment opportunites: Ms. Riggs stated the current employment outlook was not good. Ms. Gaede concurred and added that with government funding drying up people would be seeking independent daycare service providers.

(c) Review industry certifications: None 
(d) Validate need for training in area/non duplication: Ms. Hardy said training in the childcare fields offered by IVROP needs to continue. She stated Imperial Valley College has cut the number of classes offered in all fields and more childcare training is always needed. Ms. Hardy added that Brawley High School is making an effort to interest more boys in the Careers with Children class. 

Review of relevant data: Ms. Prewett reported that 2,113 students had completed IVROP programs last year with an 80% positive placement rate.

Review required skills for certificates of competency: Ms. Fortin reviewed the competencies for the Careers with Children program. 

Review assessment procedures: Ms. Fortin reported she used written, oral, & hands-on tests to assess her students. She added that direct observations of the students at community classrooms was an important assessment tool as well as evaluations performed by the worksite suoervisors.

Discussion on identification and creation of postsecondary scholarships: Ms. Harris informed the members of the IVROP website link to scholarships. She reported last year IVROP issued 12 scholarships totaling $90000.00 and the amount for this school year had been increased. She directed the attendees to the IVROP website for scholarship applications and information. 

Suggestions and recommendations: Ms. Hardy suggested that data provided on program completers be more detailed. Sher said it would be useful to know the data on special needs and English Language Learner students. Ms. Riggs & Ms. Hardy suggested ways to obtain donations for textbooks for the Careers with Children program so that our same books can be used at Imperial Valley College. 

Motion to continue the operation of the program: Ms. Riggs made a motion to continue the program. The motion was seconded by Ms. Green and carried unanimously. 

Time and date of next meeting: Ms. Harris announced the next meeting would be in the fall of 2011.

Adjournment: Ms. Prewett adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m. 
