Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program & Imperial Valley College
Construction Programs Employer Advisory Board

Minutes of April 1, 2010

Introduction of Members & Guests:  Mr. Edwin Obergfell called the meeting to order at 7:15 am. Self-introductions were made and the following members were present:
Board Members:

Phillip Grant

Imperial Valley Housing Authority



George Duarte

Maintenance & Operations Supervisor, Calexico Unified School District




Ralph Ruiz

Sales, Valley Lumber



Alvin Wise


A-Wise Plumbing

Guests: 
Jose Lopez

Instructor, Imperial Valley College


Jose Velasquez

Instructor, Imperial Valley College


Efraín Silva

Dean, Imperial Valley College

Abel Sierra

Social Worker, CalWORKs


Rick Partridge

Employment Development Department


Randy Smith

Instructor, Brawley Union High School

Edwin Obergfell

Project Coordinator, Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program (IVROP)


Diane Harris

Guidance Technician, IVROP

Purpose of the meeting/announcements:  Mr. Obergfell explained the purpose of the meeting was to have employers provide input and recommendations about labor market and industry trends.  He announced the IVROP Foundation would be having their annual fund raising gala on April 23, 2010 and invited members to attend.
Review and approval of minutes: The minutes of the October 15, 2009 meeting were reviewed and filed as presented.
CAROCP Business Membership:  Mr. Obergfell explained the purpose of the California Association of Regional Centers and Programs (CAROCP).  He invited the members to join the association free of charge using the enrollment form provided or online through the website link printed on the agenda.
Related labor market analysis to confirm high wage/significant wage increases
a) Labor market analysis and discussion of industry trends:  Mr. Partridge provided the board with occupational projections developed by the EDD.  He stated solar installers and green energy categories show the largest growth projections.
b) Discussion on internship/employment opportunities: Mr. Ruiz stated that employment opportunities in most job fields are limited due the current slump in the economy.
c) Review of certifications:  No new certification requirements were noted.

d) Validate need for training: Mr. Velasquez reported the state of California has implemented new energy audit requirements to receive building tax credits.  He said students must be trained to conduct the required audits and the constructions programs at BUHS & IVC will meet this need.  Mr. Velasquez reported on the status of the B-Green Energy grant received by IVC and the training that is being provided.
Review of relevant data
a) Number of graduates from previous year: The student follow-up data was reviewed.  It was noted four students earned certificates of completions of the IVROP construction program in June 2009.  Ms. Harris said she believed this number to be grossly understated.  Mr. Smith agreed with Ms. Harris.  Ms. Harris said she would check on the statistic reported and confirm the correct number of students.
b) Annual review of students who met established skill certificate criteria: Pending a revised report by Ms. Harris.
Creation of Certificate in Energy Efficiency/Retrofitting: Mr. Grant moved to approve the creation of the certificate for Imperial Valley College.  Mr. Wise seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Review required skills for certificates of competency:  The certificate of completion was reviewed by the board and no changes were made.
Review assessment procedures:  Mr. Smith said he uses observation, written tests, skill tests, and verbal reports to assess students.  Mr. Velasquez concurred with Mr. Smith.
Discussion on identification and creation of postsecondary scholarships:  Mr. Obergfell announced the scholarships available through the IVROP Foundation.  He stated a new category specifically for current and former ROP high school students was added this year.
Suggestions and recommendations:  There were no suggestions or recommendations made.
Motion to continue operation of the program: Mr. Grant made a motion to continue the construction program.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Wise and carried unanimously.
Time and date of next meeting: The next meeting will be scheduled for the Fall of 2010.
Adjournment: Mr. Obergfell adjourned the meeting at 8:05 a.m.
