Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program (IVROP)
Landscape, Design, Installation & Maintenance Employer Advisory Board

Minutes of October 20, 2010

Introduction of members & guests:  Mr. Edwin Obergfell called the meeting to order at 7:10 a.m.  Self-introductions were made and the following members were present:

Voting Members:
Freddy Cornejo

Grounds Foreman, Brawley Elementary



Jerad Esquivel

Supervisor, Green Patch Nursery



Al Minor

Supervisor, Imperial Irrigation District
Tony Leon
Maintenance Supervisor, Brawley High School
Non-voting Members:
Dan Stauf

Principal, Desert Valley High School




Richard Esquivel
Instructor, Brawley Union High School



Edwin Obergfell

Project Coordinator, IVROP 




Diane Harris

Guidance Technician, IVROP

Purpose of meeting:  Mr. Obergfell explained the purpose of the meeting was to have employers review the curriculum and make changes as needed.

Review and approval of minutes:  Mr. Cornejo made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2010 meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Minor and carried unanimously.

CAROCP Business membership:  Mr. Obergfell explained the purpose of the California Association of Regional Centers and Programs (CAROCP).  He invited members to join the association free of charge using the enrollment form provided or online through the website link printed on the agenda.
Course description:  The description of the landscape course was reviewed with no changes made.

Course analysis:  
a) The course outline was presented by Mr. Obergfell and reviewed by the board members. 
b) Mr. Obergfell explained that IVROP worked with the instructors to align this course to the Career Technical Education standards.
c) The sequence of courses and programs of study were presented by Mr. Obergfell and reviewed by the board members.  
Review of textbooks, instructional materials and equipment needs:  Mr. Richard Esquivel stated that due to a cut in his equipment and supplies budget his class could no longer afford to repair and maintain the underground sprinkler system.  Mr. Leon asked Mr. Esquivel to submit a list of needed supplies and he would provide them.
Review of relevant data:

a) Current enrollment: Mr. Richard Esquivel reported his class is full with an enrollment of 30 students.  He added 17 students from Desert Valley High School and one female are attending.
b) Relevant data from industry: Mr. Minor said the Imperial Irrigation District is hiring people in the “renewable resources” area and solar irrigation systems. Mr. Jerod Esquivel said business has continued to be slow.
c)  The sequence of courses and programs of study were presented by Mr. Obergfell and reviewed by the board members.  

Suggestions and recommendations:  Mr. Cornejo said he would like the landscape students to participate in an upcoming solar sprinkler installation project at Phil Swing Elementary School.  He feels it would be a beneficial learning experience.  Mr. Esquivel agreed with Mr. Conejo and will follow up on the project.
Motion to approve curriculum: Mr. Cornejo moved to approve the curriculum.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Leon and carried unanimously.

Time and date of next meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for March 9, 2011.

Adjournment:  Mr. Obergfell adjourned the meeting at 8:10 a.m.
