Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program (IVROP)
Construction Programs Employer Advisory Board

Minutes of October 28, 2010

Introduction of members & guests:  Mr. Edwin Obergfell called the meeting to order at 7:10 a.m.  Self-introductions were made and the following members were present:

Voting Members:
Phillip Grant

Contract Administrator, I.V. Housing Authority



Jeff Green

Owner, Green Construction




Tony Nieto

Branch Manager, Westerner Products




Lewis Diott

Westerner Products




Devon Stills

Owner, Stills Plumbing
Non-voting Members:
Jose Velasquez

Instructor, Imperial Valley College




Dan Stauf

Principal, Desert Valley High School




Joe Lucio

Employee Development Department




Randy Smith

Instructor, Brawley Union High School




Edwin Obergfell

Project Coordinator, IVROP 




Diane Harris

Guidance Technician, IVROP

Purpose of meeting:  Mr. Obergfell explained the purpose of the meeting was to have employers review the curriculum and make changes as needed.

Review and approval of minutes:  Mr. Grant made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2010 meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Green and carried unanimously.

CAROCP Business membership:  Mr. Obergfell explained the purpose of the California Association of Regional Centers and Programs (CAROCP).  He invited members to join the association free of charge using the enrollment form provided or online through the website link printed on the agenda.
Course description:  The descriptions of the construction courses were reviewed with no changes made.

Course analysis:  
a) The course outlines were presented by Mr. Obergfell and reviewed by the board members.
b) Mr. Obergfell explained that IVROP worked with the instructors to align this course to the Career Technical Education standards.
c) The sequence of courses and programs of study were presented by Mr. Obergfell and reviewed by the board members.  Mr. Velasquez explained the articulation agreement between IVC & BUHS allowed construction students to take the articulation test in April & receive credit for class #BLDC 140 at IVC.  He also reported that there were recent changes in the requirements for an associate’s degree in construction at IVC so the sequence of courses provided by IVROP would need to be revised.
Review of textbooks, instructional materials and equipment needs:  Mr. Smith stated there was a cut in his equipment and supplies budget however, his class has not yet been affected by the cut.

Review of relevant data:

a) Current enrollment: Mr. Smith reported all three of his classes are full and some students are wait-listed for any available openings at second semester.

b) Relevant data from industry: Mr. Green said business has continued to be slow with little or no new housing.  Mr. Grant reported the Imperial Valley Housing Authority received 1.6 million dollars in funds to be used for modernization of existing housing. These funds provided employment for six local workers.   Mr. Lucio stated the EDD placed 21 workers in construction related jobs in the past month.  Mr. Nieto reported his business has remained stable.  
Suggestions and recommendations:  Mr. Smith and Mr. Lucio said they anticipate an increase in jobs in the solar and wind energy fields and suggested apprising students to enroll in any related classes.
Motion to approve curriculum: Mr. Nieto moved to approve the curriculum.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Green and carried unanimously.

Time and date of next meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for April 7, 2011.

Adjournment:  Mr. Obergfell adjourned the meeting at 8:10 a.m.
