Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program
Computer Assisted Drafting Employer Board

November 3, 2010

Introduction of members and guests:  Mr. Torres called the meeting to order at 12:40 pm. and he thanked everyone for attending. Self-introductions were made with the following present:

Voting Members:  Ignacio Romo, Estimator, Imperial Irrigation District

                                Abel Hernandez, Engineer Technician II, Imperial Irrigation District

                                Steve Castillo, Engineer Technician, Imperial Irrigation District

                                Kenton Hems, Maintenance & Operations Manager, Imperial County Office of Education

                                Francisco, Leal, District Estimator, Imperial Irrigation District

                                Jack Fleming, Engineer, Richard Pata Engineering

                                Jesus Aguilera, Architect, Richard Pata Engineering

Non Voting

Members:             Rick Partridge, Veteran’s Representative, Employment Development Department

                              Linda Storts, Instructor, Southwest High School

                              Susanna Mitchell, Counselor, Southwest High School

                              Rosa Maldonado, Counselor, Southwest High School

                              Luis Torres, Project Coordinator, Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

                              Debbie Burquist, Guidance Technician II, Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program
Purpose of the Meeting:  Mr. Torres explained the purpose of the meeting was to get business partners recommendations on what should be taught in the ROP programs to help better prepare the students for the workforce.

Review of minutes:  A motion was made by Mr. Aguilera and seconded by Mr. Hems to approve the March 17, 2010 minutes as presented.  The motion was carried unanimously.

CAROCP Business Membership:  Mr. Torres explained the purpose and the benefits of the CAROCP Business Membership and he invited members to join this free association.

Brief course description(s):  Mrs. Storts stated that she would like to add Autodesk Design Products to the course description.  Mrs. Burquist said that the descriptive flyers would be used for various events to promote the ROP programs.  
Course Analysis:  

a) Course Outline and hours of instruction:  Mrs. Storts announced that at the last meeting advisors recommended her program to invest in Revit and update Auto CAD and she stated she had invested in the Revit and updated her Auto CAD.  She reported she had received Auto Desk Curriculum and resources for teachers to be trained.  Mrs. Storts said that she had upgraded her Adobe software to 2011 and her goal was to get students certified in Auto Desktop and in Revit.  Mrs. Storts stated that she would be using the Autodesk Revit Architecture 2011 Tutorial textbook and that Southwest High School no longer offered the drafting class. The advisors recommended that she focus most of the class on the Auto Desktop Revit software since its utilized more in the industry. They also recommended that the students should learn how to work on a “project” as they would at an actual work site. 

b) Alignment of Content Standards and Model Career Technical Education Standards adopted by the California Board of Education:  Mr. Torres announced that all ROP programs would be working towards aligning their course curriculum to the CTE standards and this could take up to three years to complete, but we are making progress. Mrs. Storts said this would be easy since the handbook for the software already has the information related to the standards. 
c) Review of course sequence/Program of Study:  Mr. Torres stated that ROP was developing a program of study document.  Mr. Hems commented that students could not continue their education in this field at out local Community College because nothing was offered in this area.  Mrs. Storts said that many of the students relocate to San Diego or the Los Angeles areas to continue their studies in this field.

Review of textbooks, instructional materials and equipment needs:  Mrs. Storts announced that she had just updated her computers to three gigabytes her computers are five years old.  She said she would like to purchase new computers and students that have access to school e-mail and could register for the computer programs. The advisors also recommended that she upgrade to new computers to keep up with the software demands.  Presently, the computers are very slow when they have to “render” any of the student’s work.   
Review of relevant data:

a) Current enrollment:  Mrs. Storts reported that she had 26 students enrolled in her CAD class and her class was the capstone. She said 1st semester she introduced students to the basic Auto CAD and students drop due to making up their required classes.  Mrs. Maldonado announced that there was a possibility that the district would not be offering summer school and students needed to stay on track with their required graduating classes. 
b) Other relevant data from industry:  Mr. Partridge briefly reviewed the Employment Development Department Labor Market Information and he stated that the unemployment rate was 32% in Imperial Valley.  Mr. Partridge said that eventually more drafters would be needed for the green energy projects.  Mr. Hems commented that the green energy projects would only work if it is subsidized.  He said all work related to the building industry has been cut.  Mr. Hems stated that in his former company 400 employees have been laid off state-wide. Mr. Hems announced that many young people were learning their education on-line.  Mrs. Storts said You Tube was another resource that students used and this was blocked at the high schools.
Suggestions and recommendations:  Mr. Hems suggested students needed to have visualization on what they were drawing as hand sketching had become important again in this industry. He recommended that the CAD program purchase new computers.    Mr. Aguilera stated that in this industry everyone was using Revit except in the Imperial Valley.  He stated that students needed to have drafting knowledge before they are introduced to Revit. He also indicated there is a certification for the Revit program. Mr. Hernandez stated that in his experience learning Revit first was beneficial.    Mrs. Maldonado suggested students participate in job shadowing in this field.  Mr. Hems stated that job shadowing was a hardship on the employers.  The advisors recommended aligning the ROP Computer Assisted Drafting Course outline to the Residential Design Using Autodesk Revit Architecture 2011 textbook.  Mr. Castillo suggested after revisions were made to the course outline, Mrs. Storts e-mail a rough draft to the members present so this could be discussed at the next meeting.
Motion to approve the curriculum:  A motion was made by Mr. Hems and seconded by Mr. Hernandez to approve the curriculum with the course outline to align with the “Residential Design Using Autodesk Revit Architecture 2011 textbook.  The motion was passed unanimously.    

Review date, time and location of spring 2011 meeting:  Mr. Torres announced that the next meeting would be March 23, 2011.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 pm.
