Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program
Computerized Accounting & Income Tax Preparation Employer Advisory Board

Minutes of November 17, 2010

Introduction of members and guest: Ms. Garcia called the meeting to order at 11:35 am and thanked the members for attending.

Voting-Members:      Ramon Garza, Tax Consultant, IRS



              Justine Tate, Tax Specialist, IRS



              Agustin Urbina, Tax Preparer, CalWorks


                          Rafael Bernal, AVP & Retail Credit Administrator, Rabobank
Nonvoting-Members: Kevin McFadden, Counselor, Southwest High School




   Mara Sanchez, Counselor, Central Union High School




   Francisco Roman, Counselor, Southwest High School




   Esther Gomez, Instructor/Consultant, Imperial Valley ROP




   Irma Jimenez, Clerk Typist III, Imperial Valley ROP




   Emilio Davila, Instructor, Central Union High School

 


   Karen Saikhon, Instructor, Southwest High School




   Lupe Garcia, Program Assistant, Imperial Valley ROP



               Guillermo Macias, Guidance Technician, Imperial Valley ROP
Review and approval of Minutes: The minutes were reviewed as presented. Ms. Tate made a motion to approve the minutes, and Ms. Gomez seconded.

CAROCP Business Membership: Ms. Garcia explained to the members present the importance of becoming members of the CAROCP is to provide support for the ROP programs.

Brief Course Description: Ms. Saikhon stated that the Computerized Accounting Class is going to be articulated with Imperial Valley College. Ms. Saikhon mentioned adding the information to the course description will make it more valuable and it will attract more students. Mr. Davila mentioned that it’s going to motivate more students to continue their education.
No changes were made to the Income Tax Preparation course description.

Course Analysis:

a). Course outline and hours of instruction: Ms. Saikhon and Mr. Davila stated that they  will be reviewing the course outline for Computerized Accounting and will show the revised Outline at the Spring Advisory Meeting.
Ms. Gomez mentioned that the 30 hours of instruction will change to 21 hours, and that the dates of the outline will change to match 2010-2011 year Calendar dates. 

b). Alignment of Content Standards: Ms. Garcia explained that ROP CTE classes are being aligned to CTE standards along with the academic standards. Ms. Garcia also mentioned that it’s an ongoing process but we are making progress.

c). Ms. Garcia explained the process of the Program of Study to the members present. Ms. Garcia also mentioned the purpose of the program of study is for students to have an understanding of the pathway they need for their career of choice. A few changes were made to the programs of study on the high school language requirements, and adding Computerized Office Systems class as part of CTE courses.
Review of textbooks and instructional materials and equipment needs:

Ms. Saikhon and Mr. Davila stated that Computerized Accounting class will be using QuickBooks, but are still working on getting the software for the QuickBooks.

Review of Relevant Data:
a). Current enrollment: Ms. Saikhon stated that there are currently 21 high school students and 4 adult students in her class. Mr. Davila confirmed that he currently has 18 high school students and 2 adults in his class.

Ms. Gomez indicated that her income tax preparation class will start Thursday November 18, 2010 at 6:15pm to 9:00pm.

b). Other relevant data from industry: Ms. Tate mentioned that last year over one million dollars in returns were given out only from the VITA program. Ms. Tate also mentioned that they are trying to spread the VITA program throughout the local high schools to help as many people as possible. 
Suggestions and recommendations: Mr. Bernal suggested that if students learned everything on the course outline there is no reason why they shouldn’t be able to have concept and knowledge about the industry. 
Motion to approve curriculum: Mr. Urbina made a motion to approve the curriculum and Ms. Tate seconded.

Review date, time and location of Spring meeting: Ms. Garcia informed the members present that they will receive their invitation to the Spring meeting through mail.
Adjournment: Ms. Garcia adjourned the meeting at 12:35pm

