Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

Landscape Design, Installation and Maintenance Employer Advisory Board

Minutes of October 7, 2009

Introduction of members and guests: Mr. Obergfell called the meeting to order at 7:05 a.m. Self-introductions were made and the following members were present:

Board Members:  
Randy Harmon
Operations Manager, ARC Imperial Valley 

    
Al Minor, Supervisor
 Imperial Irrigation District

Richard Esquivel Jr.
Green Patch Nursery

Christopher Cota 
Brawley Union High School, Green Patch Nursery

Freddy Cornejo
Grounds Foreman, Brawley Elementary School District

Other Guests: 
Richard Esquivel
Teacher, Brawley Union High School & Green Patch Nursery
Edwin Obergfell
Project Coordinator, Imperial Valley ROP

Monica Nice

Guidance Technician, Imperial Valley ROP

Purpose of the meeting: Mr. Oberfell explained the purpose of the meeting was to review the current course outline and curriculum for the Landscape, Design and Installation Maintenance Program. Assist with alignment of Career Technical Education (CTE) Standards to course curriculum.  Review follow-up data and evaluate the program.  Act as liaison between the community and the program and to provide opportunity for community input.  A handout with further information was issued.

Review of Minutes: No minutes were presented at this time; they will be available at the March 10, 2010 meeting.

CAROCP Business Membership Application: Mr. Obergfell invited members to join CAROCP and reviewed the application.  He also reminded everyone that membership was good for two years.  In addition, he thanked the Imperial County businesses that are members of CAROCP.

Course Description(s): Mr. Obergfell read over the current course description and all present agreed to its accuracy.  

Related labor market analysis to confirm high wage/significant wage increase opportunities: 

a)  Course outline and hours of instruction: The course outline was read for the committee by Mr. Obergfell.  He explained the importance of the Expected Student Learning Results in the Western Schools and Colleges Accreditation process. No comments or suggestions for changes were given.

b)   Alignment of Content Standard and Model Career Technical Education Standards: Mr. Oberfell explained the course is aligned to the standards and that work is on-going to review and update the course outline with the standards. The Alignment of Content Standards and Model Career Technical Education Standards were reviewed. No comments or suggestions for changes were given.

c)   Review of Course sequence: A copy of the program of study (POS) was read aloud by Mr. Obergfell. Sections A –H of the course sequence were read and no changes were suggested. 

Review of textbooks, instructional materials and equipment needs: Mr. Esquivel was asked if he uses a textbook in his instruction and he explained that it is all hands on training.  A comment was made by Mr. Esquivel that his students are familiar with sun/heat limitations, and hours of productivity are limited to early morning and late afternoon during which time they are working in shaded areas and water is readily available. Mr. Obergfell asked Mr. Harmon if the IID follows heat safety guidelines.  Mr. Harmon stated that area farmers gather annually to discuss heat safety.  He also stated that IID workers routinely use hats, visors and sunscreen. 

Mr. Minor inquired of Mr. Esquivel whether or not his students were educated on the dangers of working near power lines.  Mr. Esquivel responded that they are advised of the dangers and use non-metal ladders and take all other necessary precautions.

Review of relevant data:

a)   Current Enrollment:  A review of relevant data showed the enrollment for the Landscape, Design and Maintenance class to be 20 students, 12 of which attend Desert Valley High School.

b)   Other relevant data:  Mr. Esquivel shared photographs of the BUHS Class of 2008 Landscape projects on campus. No comments or suggestions for changes were given.
Suggestions and recommendations:  Mr. Harmon suggested that Mr. Esquivel’s students would do well to shadow his workers on a current project being undertaken at the East Port of Entry.  Mr. Esquivel agreed that the experience would enrich the education of his students. Both gentlemen agreed to follow up without the presence of IVROP. Mr. Obergfell thanked the committee for their wonderful suggestions.  Mr. Cornejo inquired if Mr. Esquivel had safety videos.  He replied that the school doesn’t currently own any at which point Mr. Harmon offered the use of heat safety videos. Mr. Esquivel gladly accepted the offer.  Mr. Obergfell suggested that safety videos may be available in the IVROP Resource Library.   

Motion to approve curriculum:   A motion to approve the curriculum with no changes was made by Mr. Harmon and seconded by Mr. Minor. A vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.

Date and time of next meeting:  The spring Advisory Meeting was scheduled for March 10, 2010 at 7:00 am at Aspen in the Desert, Brawley, CA.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 a.m. by Mr. Obergfell.
