

Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

Energy and Utilities Advisory Meeting
Minutes of October 6, 2009
Introduction of members and guests:  Mr. Villamor called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm and thanked everyone for attending.  Self-introductions were made with the following present:

Employers:  
     Julie Ambach, IID
     Ray Babb, SunEco
     Mark Gran, CalEnergy
                   Nicole Ochoa, IVEDC
Instructors:     
    Richard Bendix, Chemistry Instructor, Imperial High School

    Dave Gaddis, HVAC & Solar Instructor, Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program
                  Wilton Goo, Solar Installation & Welding Instructor, Calipatria High School

   Gabino Mendoza, Renewable Resources Instructor, Calipatria High School
   Jesus, Assistant, Construction, Brawley Union High School

Others


   Roberto Avila, Project Coordinator


   Virginia Calzada-Medina, Principal, Calipatria High School


   Marisa Gates-Muse, Counselor, Calipatria High School


   Phillip Villamor, Articulation Director
Purpose of meeting:  Mr. Villamor explained the purpose of the meeting is to have business partners provide input on what should be taught and to better prepare the students for the world of work.

Review of minutes:  No minutes required. Initial advisory meeting.
California Association of Regional Occupational Centers and Program (CAROCP) Business Membership:  Mr. Avila explained the purpose of the CAROCP and encouraged members to join this association.
Brief Description:  Mr. Villamor provided a brief overview of the current projects and programs.
Related labor market analysis to confirm high wage and/or significant wage increase opportunities:

a) Course outline and hours of instruction:

a. Instructors provided and reviewed outlines and training hours associated with classes.
b) Alignment of Content Standards and Model Career Technical Education Standards adopted by the California Board of Education:
a. Instructors present stated instruction is aligned to the Content Standards and Model Career Technical Education Standards as required.
c) Review of course sequence: 
a.  Instructors present provided and reviewed sequence of courses and pathways available for students in grades 9-14.  
Review of textbooks, instructional materials and equipment needs: 
a)  Instructors reviewed manuals and textbooks used.  Although no specific textbook contained complete instructions, instead chapters from several textbooks are combined to create instructional material. This is due to the emerging technologies and the pace of change in those technologies associated with energy.
Review of relevant data: .
a) Instructors reported on student enrollment and completions.  

b) Mr. Mendoza reported a high demand by students for Solar instruction.

c) Mr. Babb reported on upcoming Algal instruction. Mr. Avila provided an overview of the eligibility determination and training process for students interested in Algal instruction.
Suggestions and recommendations: Ms. Ambach suggested instruction covering “Smart Grid” technologies be incorporated into curricula.

Motion to approve curriculum:  A motion was made by Mr. Mendoza and seconded by Mr. Babb to approve the curricula for the energy and utilities courses. Motion was carried unanimously.

Set date and time for next meeting:  The next meeting would be February 18, 2010.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 pm.
