Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

Construction Courses
Joint Meeting of IVROP and IVC Employer Advisory Board

October 15, 2009

Introduction of Members and Other Guests: Mr. Edwin Obergfell opened the meeting at 7:05 a.m. Self-introductions were made and the following members were present:

Board Members:
Philip Grant
 Imperial Valley Housing Authority

      
Robert Delgado 
Sales Representative, Westerner Products

      
Brian Steinwehler
Sales Representative, Yuma, AZ


Miguel Ruiz
 Mechanic Tech I, Brawley High School

Other Guests:  
Edwin Obergfell
 Project Coordinator, Imperial Valley ROP

      
Monica Nice
 Guidance Technician, Imperial Valley ROP

      
Jose Velasquez
 Instructor, Imperial Valley College

      
Jose Lopez
 Industrial Technology Chair, Imperial Valley College

Purpose of Meeting: To discuss the Construction Courses Program. Assist with alignment of Career Technical Education (CTE) Standards to course curriculum.  Review follow-up data and evaluate program.  Act as liaison between the community and the program. Provide opportunity for community input.  A handout with further information was issued.

Review of minutes:  A motion was made by Mr. Grant and seconded by Mr. Delgado to approve the May 7, 2009 minutes as presented.  The motion was passed unanimously.

CAROCP Business Membership Application:  Mr. Obergfell invited members to join CAROCP and reviewed the application.  He also reminded everyone that membership was good for two years.  In addition, he thanked the Imperial County businesses that are a member of CAROCP.
Course Description(s):  Mr. Obergfell read over the current course description and all present agreed to its accuracy.  No comments or suggestions for changes were given.
Related labor market analysis to confirm high wages/significant wage increase opportunities: The course outline and hours of instruction were read for the committee by Mr. Obergfell.  He explained the importance of the Expected Student Learning Results in the Western Schools and Colleges Accreditation process. No comments or suggestions for changes were given.

a)  The Alignment of Content Standards and Model Career Technical Education Standards were reviewed. No comments or suggestions for changes were given.
b)  A Review of Course sequence was read aloud by Mr. Obergfell. Sections 1 - 18 of the course sequence were read and a typographical error was found and noted in Section 6F. No changes were suggested. 

Review of textbooks, instructional materials and equipment needs: Mr. Ruiz presented Mr. Smith’s report to the committee. Mr. Obergfell asked if Mr. Smith uses a textbook in his instruction. Mr. Ruiz replied that a textbook on general contracting is used which explains terminology used in the trade as well as tools and materials. Students are required to complete three months of lecture and in class time before working in the field.   Mr. Delgado inquired of Mr. Ruiz if students are educated on the importance of obtaining permits to which Mr. Ruiz replied that the students learn about permits and inspections. Mr. Obergfell asked if students are taught about heat safety issues and Mr. Ruiz explained that the students are issued a book on safety that includes a chapter on heat related issues and that students are then required to pass a test before allowed to do site work. 

Mr. Velasquez explained that Imperial Valley College uses textbooks published by the National Construction Curriculum. He also shared with the group that IVC will have an OSHA class after which students will receive a certificate.  This class is pending CNI approval. 

Mr. Obergfell announced that IVROP and IVC entered into an articulation agreement and if ROP students pass test they will receive three units of credit at Imperial Valley College. 

Review of relevant data:  
a)  Current enrollment: The enrollment for the Construction Courses at Brawley Union High School is as follows:

Drafting

29 students


Woodshop
24 students


Construction
30 students


Mr. Ruiz also went on to share that the construction students are currently at the construction sight and that the home they’re building is 40% complete.  He explained that because only three hours a day are available for the students to work that it takes two years to complete a home.  This is the seventh house constructed by Mr. Smith’s class in the past 15 years. 

b)  Other relevant date from industry:  Mr. Velasquez shared that plumbing classes are now available for the three phases of residential plumbing and a “green building” course will be in place in the fall of 2010.

Suggestions and recommendations:  No suggestions or recommendations were made at this time.
A motion to approve curriculum: A motion was made by Mr. Delgado and seconded by Mr. Steinwehler to approve the General Contracting and Construction curriculum. A vote was taken to approve the curriculum and was unanimously approved.

Date and time of next meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for April 1, 2010 at 7:00 a.m.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 a.m. by Mr. Obergfell.

