Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program

Computer Repair Employer Advisory Board

Minutes of November 3, 2009

Introduction of members and guests:  Mr. Villamor called the meeting to order at 4:50 pm and thanked everyone for attending.  Self-introductions were made with the following present:
Members:  Skip Gallagher

 Owner, The Computer Nut

                   Mark Justman

 Computer Technician, Imperial Unified School District

                   Mike Dibley

 Technology Coordinator, Imperial Unified School District

                   Vicente Salazar
 Computer Technician I, Imperial Unified School District

                   John Clark

 Computer Technician, Calipatria Unified School District
                   Simon Amaya

 Manager, PC Solutions
Others:     Dennis Haworth
 Instructor, Central High School

                  Alex Jamie

 Instructor, Calexico High School

                  Harlinda Tan

 Counselor, Central High School

                  Phil Villamor
 Tech Prep Coordinator, IVROP
                  Guillermo Macias
 Guidance Technician, IVROP
                  Debbie Burquist
 Guidance Technician II, IVROP
Purpose of meeting:  Mr. Villamor announced that the purpose of the meeting was to get business partners input on what should be taught in the ROP programs to help better prepare the students for the workforce.

Review of minutes:  The minutes of March 25, 2009 were reviewed as presented.

CAROCP Business Membership:  Mr. Villamor explained the purpose of the CAROCP and he invited members to join this association free of charge.

Brief course description:  Mr. Jamie recommended adding a sentence stating use of operating systems and software programs into the course description.  

Related labor market analysis to confirm high wage and/or significant wage increase opportunities:

a) Course outline and hours of instruction:  Mr. Dibley recommended removing Windows 3.1, 95, 98, ME, 2000 and adding Windows XP, Vista, Windows 7 under Advanced Technology in the course outline.
Mr. Gallagher stated that everything is operated by computers.  

b) Alignment of Content Standards and Model Career Technical:  Mr. Villamor reported that ROP teachers had been working on aligning their standards with the Career Technical Standards and this had been an ongoing process.  Mr. Haworth stated that the CTE Standards were cross referenced with the school’s standards.
c) Review of course sequence:  Mr. Villamor announced that the education code required teachers to develop a sequence of courses or a program of study.  He stated that ROP would be working with teachers and counselors to complete this requirement.  Mr. Villamor reported that eight ROP programs had been articulated with Imperial Valley College and Cuyamaca College and he explained the definition and process of articulation.  He stated that he was continually working with Imperial Valley College on articulating more ROP programs.
Review of textbooks, instructional materials and equipment needs:  Mr. Haworth reported that he used the 4th edition of the A+ certification and he would need to update textbooks for next year.  He said he used driverguide.com and his program was hands-on oriented.

Mr. Jaime reported he could use more computers in his program and his students used the 6th edition of the A+ certification textbook.
Review of relevant data:

a) Current enrollment:  Mr. Haworth reported he had one block of two periods and not all students were enrolled for the full two hours.  He said he had 36 high school students and five adult students.  Mr. Haworth remarked that his program had become very difficult and challenging.  He stated he used the driverguide.com web site.  Mr. Haworth commented that he would like to have guest speakers from the commercial industry speak to his students.  He stated that his program covered more materials than Imperial Valley College’s program.  Mr. Haworth said students seemed to be more interested in technical schools rather than four year universities.
Ms. Tan said in some cases it is extremely hard to accommodate student schedules and Mr. Haworth was doing a great job working with the counselors.
Ms. Burquist announced that Mr. Haworth does an excellent job of keeping the students on track.  

Mr. Jamie stated he had 23 high school students and one adult student.  He said his program was one block of two hours and he had the same students enrolled in both periods.

b) Other relevant data from industry:  Mr. Gallagher announced that filehippo.com had a lot of free software.  

Mr. Justman reported that teachers needed to use the zdnet.com web site for the latest trends.  He announced that there was a possibility of Imperial District donating four Pentium computers to Mr. Jamie’s program after approval from Imperial’s board meeting.
Suggestions and recommendations:  Mr. Justman recommended that students needed to be introduced to the Mac computer and this would definitely benefit them in the long run.
Motion to approve the curriculum:  A motion was made by Mr. Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Justman to approve the Computer Repair curriculum with the above changes made.  The motion was passed unanimously.  

Set date and time for next meeting:  Ms. Burquist announced that the next meeting would be March 13, 2010 at 4:30 p.m.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 pm.
