Imperial Valley Regional Occupational Program
Ag Fabrication & Welding Employer Advisory Board

Minutes of November 17, 2009

Introductions of members and guests:  Mr. Aguirre called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m. and thanked everyone for attending.  Self-introductions were made with the following present:

Members:
Benjamin W. Brock
Senior Application Engineer, EW Corporation



Abel Mares

Sales Representative, Airgas



Ricardo Suarez
Utility Skilled Worker, C.U.H.S.D.



Terry Torrence
Master Blacksmith, C.U.H.S.D.

Others:
Jose Imperial

Assistant Principle, Calipatria High School



Wilton Goo

Instructor, Calipatria High School



Marco Morales
Instructor, Imperial Valley College



Daniel Galan

Instructor, Calexico High School



David Pritchard
Instructor, Southwest High School



Gabriel Aguirre
Project Coordinator, Imperial Valley ROP



Guillermo Macias
Guidance Technician, Imperial Valley ROP

Purpose of meeting:  Mr. Aguirre explained the purpose of the Employer Advisory Board meeting was to receive suggestions and recommendations from employers for the classes offered by ROP.

Review of minutes:  The minutes of April 29, 2009 were reviewed.  Mr. Suarez gave his approval, as he was the only employer in attendance from the previous meeting.

CAROCP Business membership:  Mr. Aguirre explained the purpose of the California Association of Regional Occupational Centers and Programs (CAROCP) and invited the board members to join.  He added that employers could join free of charge and an application and web site was provided.

Brief course description:  The course descriptions for Ag Fabrication and Welding were read and reviewed.  After a brief discussion employers recommended no changes.

Related labor market analysis to confirm high wage and/or significant wage increase opportunities:


a) Course outline and hours of instruction:  Mr. Pritchard explained that his students take two years to complete the course, which is 180 hours per year in one hour periods.  Mr. Morales suggested the word “bevel” be added to the pipe section on page three.  He explained that “bevel” will help students understand the concept of the material.  Mr. Brock suggested adding reading symbol skills will help students understand the instructions. Mr. Brock suggested adding exposure to the industry specification documents and developing technical reading skills to the course outline to help students understand the procedures the industry follows.
b) Alignment of Content Standards and Model Career Technical Education Standards adopted by the California Board of Education:  Mr. Aguirre explained that ROP is working towards aligning their course to the CTE standards.  He also mentioned this process is on-going and progressing well with the assistance of the teachers.
c) Review of course sequence:  Employers and teachers reviewed the career pathway provided.  Mr. Aguirre explained that ROP is working on providing pathways to ROP students towards their career options.
Review of textbooks, instructional materials and equipment needs:  Mr. Goo, Mr. Galan, and Mr. Pritchard said they were working well with what they have and no specific materials or equipments were needed.
Review of relevant data:

a) Current enrollment:  Mr. Galan reported 22 students, including two adults enrolled in one period of Ag Fabrication & Welding. Mr. Pritchard reported 50 students total enrolled in two periods of Ag Fabrication and Welding.  Mr. Goo reported 19 students in students in his two high school Welding classes, and 21 students in his evening Welding class of which four are high school students.
b) Other relevant data from industry:  Mr. Morales stated that jobs will be available in January at Cal-Energy.
Suggestions and recommendations:  Mr. Morales recommended the website “indeed.com” for listings of jobs available in Ag Fabrication and Welding. Mr. Aguirre invited employers to nominate ROP alumni to be considered for recognition at the IVROP Showcase in March.
Motion to approve the curriculum:  Mr. Mares moved to approve the curriculum, Mr. Brock seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Time and date of next meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled for April 13, 2010 at5:30 p.m.  The meeting with be combined with Ag Mechanics and Diesel/Farm Mechanics.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
